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who was in need received sevenpence a week ;   those who
had not attained to the gild dignities or borne the burden of
office received fourpence a week if they fell into poverty 1.
The Carpenters of York, in order to ensure that their charity
was bestowed only on those really necessitous, required the
recipient to be " sworn upon a book that he shall truly live
upon his alms and his own goods, without waste or giving
away of them, and whatsoever he leaves at his dying that
[be]longs to himself, his debts paid and his burial reasonably
done, shall remain to the said fraternity as their own proper
goods " 2.    The institution of almshouses marked an import-
ant step towards the establishment of an organized system
of poor relief, and in this direction also the gilds anticipated
one of the features of modern charity.     In London the
Goldsmiths 3 (1341) and the Merchant Taylors (1406) built
almshouses near their halls " for the brethren of the livery
or clothing falling into poverty" 4.    The gildsmen  were
expected to leave legacies to help any brother who fell into
poverty after he " hath done his duty well and truly to the
fraternity " 5.    The Weavers of Gloucester received a be-
quest of forty pounds to be distributed annually among the
poor, who were to return the loan at the end of the year6.
Throughout the gild ordinances runs the conviction that
those who had served their fellow-men and had been ' of
good rule ' should be cared for in their hour of need.    Side
by side with provisions for the sick and the poor went a due
regard for the interests of the young.    Many free grammar
schools were founded and maintained by the gilds, which
formed one of the main sources of education in the Middle
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